
 

  Great Bookham School Newsletter 
Issue 14 2025/26 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the final week of term it has been a joy to see our school filled with warmth 

laughter and festive spirit.  

On Monday afternoon, I accompanied the 'Christmas Trolley' as it made its way around 

school spreading cheer with seasonal music, Christmas socks and heartfelt notes of 

appreciation for all staff. This thoughtful initiative was led by our wellbeing ambassadors 

whose kindness and organisation truly captured the spirit of the season.  

Wednesday brought our much loved Christmas lunch and it was wonderful to see so many 

children enjoying their festive meals, sharing good conversation and spending relaxed time 

with their friends. Thank you to all staff who supported this event and helped serve the 

children their lunch. 

On Thursday afternoon we were delighted to welcome Father Christmas to school supported 

by a fantastic group of elves from The Friends of GBS. Our sincere thanks go to them for 

organising such a memorable afternoon and for ensuring every child went home with a 

lovely book to enjoy with their families over the two week break. I also enjoyed serving hot 

chocolate to children across the school who had joined in with recent singing events and 

those who were the lucky golden ticket winners at the Christmas Fair.  

The week ended with plenty of smiles as the teachers ‘took a day off’ on Friday and were 

instead replaced by snowmen, who even led a festive dance on the junior playground to 

mark the end of a wonderful term. The team at GBS are truly wonderful and it has been 

inspiring seeing them put so much effort into making this Christmas season a special one for 

the children. 

Congratulations to all the children who were chosen for this term’s Sports Awards and Star 

Awards! We are incredibly proud of each and every one of them, and it was wonderful to 

celebrate their achievements during the final assembly of the year. 



Children were delighted to see Daisy, our therapy dog, back in school today after her recent 

operation. She brought lots of smiles to their faces, and we’re so glad she’s back to good 

health! 

Today we have wished farewell to Mrs Ashby, who is retiring after 10 wonderful years of 

dedicated service at GBS. We thank her for her commitment and contribution to our school 

community and wish her every success and happiness in the exciting next chapter of her life.  

We also said goodbye to Mrs Souza, who is returning to The Raleigh after a term of teaching 

in Eagle Class. Although her time with us was short, she made a big impact and will be 

greatly missed. 

Thank you to our pupils, staff, families and wider community for your continued support 

throughout the term. We wish you all a peaceful and happy break  and look forward to 

welcoming everyone back in the New Year on 5th January refreshed and ready for the 

exciting times ahead. 

Warm wishes, 

Miss Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GBS Star awards 

Our stars for this term are: 

Reception  - Alice  

Year 1  - George D 

Year 2  - Kiril  

Year 3  - Maddie  

Year 4  - Amaanah 

Year 5  - Noah 

Year 6  - Jessica 

 

 



GBS Sports awards 

Our sports stars for this term are: 

Reception  - George 

Year 1  - Henry 

Year 2  - Goutham 

Year 3  - Ottilie 

Year 4  - Emily 

Year 5  - Georgia 

Year 6  - Jenson 

Upcoming key dates 

5th January - Return to School  

 

Class Assembly Dates - 9am start  

January 23rd 2026  - Hedgehogs 

February 6th 2026 - Foxes 

February 27th 2026 - Squirrels 

March 13th 2026 - Eagles 

April 24th 2026  - Dragonflies 

May 1st 2026  - Bumblebees 

May 15th 2026  - Rabbits 

June 5th 2026  - Butterflies 

June 19th 2026  - Ladybirds 

 



Headteacher Awards 

 

Sophie, Hugo and Arabella in Yr 5 created and constructed exceptional examples of 'moving 

books' which included moving mechanisms.  

Evie in Yr5, Annabel in Yr 3 and Neve in Yr6 were winners of our school poetry competition. 

They each performed their poems in assembly and received a prize for their efforts. 

Ashton, Henry P, Raevyne, Nell, Niamh and Jessica in Yr 6 were inspired by their learning in 

English this week and wrote suspenseful endings to the start of a story that they were given. 

I was very impressed with the language used and the presentation of their work. 

Liba, Josh, Maisie, Maddie, Molly and Harriet in Yr 3 had great fun writing about How to 

Steal Christmas! They had channelled their inner Grinch and wrote excellent instructions for 

anyone who wanted to ruin Christmas! 

Kira, Izzy, Georgina and Jay in Yr5 shared their wonderful playscripts based on the story 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

Oliver in Yr 5 has been working hard in class and listening carefully, this resulted in excellent 

reading comprehension.  

Archie in Year 3 completed his maths independently and did a fantastic job at spotting 

patterns. 

Hallie in Yr R independently created a beautiful Nativity scene and she was able to speak 

confidently about the story. 

Kaydee in Yr 5 featured on the local radio station, Surrey Hills Community Radio, when her 

poster which encouraged people to look after the planet was discussed.  



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Online Safety 

 

New Technology 

As some children may be receiving new technology or related games at Christmas, here is a 

quick reminder of the importance of setting up appropriate parental controls. 

Games/Consoles 

- Check age ratings: look at the PEGI rating of any new games. Remember, PEGI rates the 

gameplay, so while it is important to review age ratings, you must also check to see if it has 

any communication elements.  

- If a game does allow your child to communicate with others, then adjust or disable the 

settings as appropriate to your child. 

- On the device itself, set up applicable controls such as restricting spending limits.  

Follow the links below to find out how to set up Parental Controls for popular devices here: 



Xbox: https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/family-hub 

PS5: https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-

limits/ 

Nintendo Switch: https://www.nintendo.com/en-gb/Hardware/Nintendo-Switch-Parental-

Controls/Nintendo-Switch-2-Nintendo-Switch-Parental-Controls-2873385.html 

Tablets/Smartphones  

Set up parental controls on the device to prevent purchases, restrict content viewed and 

adjust privacy settings. Furthermore, remember to check any apps your child requests to 

ensure they are suitable for their age.  

Follow the links below to find out more:  

iPhones/iPad: https://support.apple.com/en-gb/105121   

Android Device: https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738 

Further information https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/   

The Safety-First Smartphone 

The Other phone is a new smartphone, which includes “SafetyMode” software. The 

software automatically blocks nudity, profanity, and bullying language in real time.  

You can find out more here: https://otherphone.co.uk/ 

Smart Phone Free Childhood also lists some alternatives that you could consider here: 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives  

Please note that the inclusion of these models does not constitute an endorsement or 

recommendation. While these devices may provide a ‘safer’ alternative to traditional 

smartphones, there are still potential risks associated with children using any type of phone. 

Friends of Great Bookham School 

Thank you so much to every single volunteer who has helped make the Christmas fair a 

success including those who helped to set up, man and set down the class stalls. These 

events cannot go on without all the helpers. Thank you to all the parents and children who 

participated as well. We know Christmas can be busy time so we really appreciate your 

support for our event's. We hope you all had a blast. We are thrilled to share that we raised 

a fantastic £2157. We cannot wait to share with you all how the money has been spent. 

Next week the PTA has prepared another special event for children only. A very important 

guest and his elves will be visiting the school to give all of the children a gift before they 

https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/family-hub
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/
https://www.nintendo.com/en-gb/Hardware/Nintendo-Switch-Parental-Controls/Nintendo-Switch-2-Nintendo-Switch-Parental-Controls-2873385.html
https://www.nintendo.com/en-gb/Hardware/Nintendo-Switch-Parental-Controls/Nintendo-Switch-2-Nintendo-Switch-Parental-Controls-2873385.html
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/105121
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://otherphone.co.uk/
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives


finish the term. Please keep this a secret as we can't wait to see the surprise on the 

children's faces. 

If you would like to help at any of our events please send us an email to be added to our 

volunteer whatsapp group friends.gbs@sfet.org.uk or message Grace House through our 

facebook page 

Community and Local events 

 

Great Bookham School is at the centre of a wonderful community and we are keen to 

support local events. Many children are members of clubs, associations and take part in 

activities outside of school.  

Please click here to visit our community and local event page on the school website. Some of 

the information you will find include: 

 

Chobham Adventure Farm Magical Christmas Experience 

Stagecoach lesson in Bookham and Leatherhead 

1st Bookham Beavers and Cubs who both have spaces 

https://www.greatbookhamschool.org.uk/page/?title=Community+and+Events+Page&pid=159


Leatherhead U6-U8 Soccer school 

Cookery club in Bookham and Fetcham for children aged 2-11yrs 

Bookham Colts football club 

Weekly groups for babies - toddlers 

Swimming lessons 

What's on at the Mole Valley Hub 

SEND Families meet up 

Bookham Tennis Club 

Aerial Tumbling Club 

 

Consultation: Westcott Neighbourhood Plan 

We wish to inform you that a second consultation on the Draft Westcott Neighbourhood 

Plan will take place from Monday, 8 December 2025 and end on Monday, 2 February 2025 at 

5pm.  

The Westcott Village Association held a Regulation 14 consultation in October and 

November but this Regulation 16 consultation is being hosted by Mole Valley District Council 

as part its duties under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  

The plan, which has been amended following the Regulation 14 consultation, includes 

policies on local housing need, infill development, the character and design of new 

development, parking, connectivity, shops and commercial premises, community assets, 

sustainability and climate change, heritage assets, biodiversity and landscape. The plan 

covers an area south of Ranmore Common, west of The Nower, north of High Field and east 

of Wotton.  

To take part in the consultation, please send your comments 

to: planning.policy@molevalley.gov.uk or post to Planning Policy, Mole Valley District 

Council, Pippbrook, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1SJ.  

Please provide your name and email address (email is preferred to postal addresses). Please 

state clearly which policies and/or paragraph(s) of the plan you are commenting on. You may 

also comment on the background documents if you wish.  

The draft neighbourhood plan can be viewed online at: 

https://www.molevalley.gov.uk/planning-building/consultations/ 

mailto:planning.policy@molevalley.gov.uk
https://www.molevalley.gov.uk/planning-building/consultations/


 

Consultation on admission arrangements for local schools 

Polesden Lacey Infant Academy 

Proposed changes to the admissions arrangements for: 

● Chandlers Field Primary Academy, High St, West Molesey KT8 2LX 

● Furzefield Primary Academy, Delabole Road, Merstham, Redhill RH1 3PA 

● Polesden Lacey Infant Academy. Oakdene Close, Great Bookham KT23 4PT 

● Shawley Community Primary Academy, Shawley Way, Tattenham Corner, Epsom Downs 

KT18 5PD 

LEO Academy Trust is the Admission Authority for all of the academies in our Trust. 

The LEO Academy Board of Trustees are proposing to make changes to those Academy’s 

admissions arrangements for entry in September 2027 and are seeking your feedback in 

respect of the proposed changes in line with the Admissions Code of Practice 2021 (the 

‘Code’). The proposed changes will be included in the central LEO Academy Trust Admission 

Policy 2027-28 for the 12 schools currently in the Trust. 

What is this consultation about? 

We are consulting on making the following changes to the admissions arrangements for the 

Academy: 

1. Oversubscription Criteria - Children of staff employed by Chandlers Field Primary 

Academy, Furzefield Primary Academy & Polesden Lacey Infant Academy 

We propose to amend the admission arrangements to bring the above schools in line with 

all other LEO academies using criteria which are fair, reasonable, transparent and easy for 

parents to understand. This change will involve removing this criteria. The removal will bring 

the three schools in line with other LEO Academies in the Trust. The reason for the removal 

is that the School Admissions Code does not allow priority to be given to all staff employed 



by the Multi Academy Trust (for example children of staff employed by the MAT who work 

for more than one school in the Trust or centrally). 

We have assessed this proposal and consider this amendment to be fair and reasonable in 

the circumstances. LEO Academy Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee 

registered in England and Wales with company number 07543202 

LEO Academy Trust 

2) Reduction of the PAN for Chandlers Field Primary Academy & Shawley Community 

Primary Academy 

We are proposing to reduce the PAN from 60 to 30 beginning in Academic Year September 

2027 for Chandlers Field Primary Academy 

We are proposing to reduce the PAN from 45 to 30 beginning in Academic Year September 

2027 for Shawley Community Primary Academy 

This proposal is a response to significant and sustained changes in the local 

demographic landscape, specifically a sustained decline in the birth rate in the school’s 

catchment area and a need to ensure the long-term financial stability of both schools. 

We have assessed this proposal and consider this amendment to be fair and reasonable in 

the circumstances. 

If the PAN is reduced, it will primarily affect the number of children admitted into the 

Reception Class from Academic Year September 2027 onwards. 

We wish to assure all existing pupils and their families that this proposal will not impact 

the education, provision, or class sizes of children currently on roll. Our commitment to 

delivering a high-quality, enriching educational experience remains our top priority. The 

change is being proposed to ensure we can maintain this standard efficiently and effectively 

into the future. 

Proposed arrangements 

The Academy’s proposed Admission Policy for entry in September 2027 and accompanying 

documents are available on the Academy website and on the LEO Academy Trust 

website: http://www.leoacademytrust.co.uk/ 

For a paper copy of the arrangements or if you have any questions relating to this 

consultation, please contact the Trust directly - compliance@leoacademytrust.co.uk 

Who is involved in the consultation? 

We will be consulting with various groups in accordance with the Code; to include: 

●  parents of children in the locality of the Academy between the ages of two and eighteen; 

http://www.leoacademytrust.co.uk/


●  other persons in the area who in the opinion of LEO Academy Trust have an interest in 

the proposed arrangements; 

● all other admission authorities within the local area; 

● the local authority 

When is the consultation? 

The consultation period will open on Wednesday 3 December 2025 and will end on 

Wednesday 7 January 2026. If you would like to comment on the consultation, you must 

submit your response during this period. 

LEO Academy Trust 

How to participate in this consultation 

Written feedback can be sent in the following ways: 

● by email to: compliance@leoacademytrust.co.uk Please note ‘Admissions Consultation for 

2027/2028’ in the subject header; 

●  by letter addressed to: The Business Director - Governance & Compliance, LEO Academy 

Trust, 314 Malden Road, Cheam, Sutton SM3 8EQ 

All responses received by the end of the consultation period will be carefully considered, 

further to which, we will: 

● decide on the trust’s admission arrangements for the school year 2027/2028; 

● notify you and all appropriate bodies of the outcome; and 

● publish the new admission arrangements on the Academy website by 15 March 2026. 

If you would like this document in a different format or if you have a question about any 

aspect of these arrangements, please contact compliance@leoacademytrust.co.uk or write 

to: The Business Director -Governance & Compliance, LEO Academy Trust, 314 Malden Road, 

Cheam, Sutton SM3 8EQ 

 

St Peter’s Catholic Primary School, Leatherhead 

CONSULTATION ON ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR ST PETER’S CATHOLICPRIMARY 

SCHOOL FOR 2027-28 ACADEMIC YEAR 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with legislation that the Xavier Catholic Education Trust 

as the admission authority for St Peter’s Catholic Primary School is formally consulting on its 

proposed admission arrangements for the school year 2027-28. 

As an admission authority, the Trust is required to consult the following: 



a) Parents of children between the ages of two and eighteen; 

b) Other persons in the ‘relevant area’ (set by the Local Authority) who in the opinion of the 

school have an interest in the proposed admissions (e.g. local priests, other deanery Catholic 

schools, etc); 

c) All other admission authorities within the ‘relevant area’; 

d) The Local Authority (LA); 

e) The Education Service of the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton; 

In summary the proposed changes being made to admission arrangements are to 

accommodate new policies that align with the national Catholic Education Service models 

and wording, including: 

- Making criteria clearer and reducing unnecessary criteria 

- Ensuring notes are more succinct 

- Adding children of staff 

- Removing the need for the SIF to be countersigned 

The six-week (minimum) consultation will begin on 12/12/2025 with the closing date for 

submitting comments being 23/01/2026. 

The proposed arrangements (admissions policy and supplementary information form (SIF) 

can be viewed on the school website: www.stpeters-leatherhead.co.uk 

Alternatively, if you do not have access to the Internet and you wish to request a printed 

copy of the admissions arrangements and a response form, please contact Alison Cardy at St 

Peter’s Catholic Primary School.  

Comments on the proposed admission arrangements should be sent to St Peter’s Catholic 

Primary School by the closing date (latest midnight on 23/01/2026). 

 

St Paul’s Church of England School, Dorking 

The Good Shepherd Trust is the Admissions Authority for St Paul’s Church of England School, 

St Paul's Road West, Dorking RH4 2HS. 

The Trust is consulting on a proposed change to the 2027/8 admissions policy for St Paul’s 

Church of England School and would like to hear your views. The Trust has a statutory duty 

to consult on admissions arrangements if we intend to make a change. 

The consultation period will run from Friday 12ᵗʰ December 2025 to Friday 23ʳᵈ January 2026 

Information about the consultation will be provided on the Trust website  

https://www.stpeters-leatherhead.co.uk/


https://www.goodshepherdtrust.org.uk/our-schools/admissions 

and school website St Paul's C of E Primary School - Consultation, during the consultation 

period. 

What is the proposed change? 

The proposed change to the policy is: 

 Removal of the following criterion 

6. Children who with their parent(s) are regular worshippers at St Paul’s Church Dorking but 

are not resident within the parish. (See note c and g) 

7. Children who with their parent(s) are regular worshippers at another Christian church (i.e. 

a member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (click here) and/or the Evangelical 

Alliance (click here)) but are not resident within the parish. (See note c and g) 

Comments are not being sought on any other area of the policy. 

Rationale 

The Trust seeks to be as inclusive as possible with our admissions policies and procedures. 

We welcome pupils from all faiths and none and we are keen to make our admissions policy 

as clear as possible in regard to this. We have, therefore, proposed to remove all church-

related criteria from our school admissions policies. Some parents have suggested that these 

criteria have been a barrier to applying to our schools. 

Potential Impact 

In the past three years, the number of pupils admitted into the school is as follows: 

Only one pupil has been admitted under these criteria in the past three years, we do not 

foresee and significant impact on the school’s admissions. 

How can I respond to the consultation? 

If you would like to submit a response to the consultation, please email Miss Amanda 

Johnston on:admissions@goodshepherdtrust.org.uk or write to: Mr Paul Kennedy, The Good 

Shepherd Trust, Larch Building, Larch Avenue, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 1JY. 

Please ensure that your response is entitled: 2027/8 Admissions Policy Consultation.  

You are able to submit a free text response. 

However, the Trust Board would find it helpful if you could include your name and the name 

of the school to which you are submitting a response. Also, if you are able to indicate 

whether you will be affected by the proposed change and if so, in what way. 

https://www.goodshepherdtrust.org.uk/our-schools/admissions


Further details on the admissions consultation process can be found in the School 

Admissions 

Code: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach

ment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf 

What happens next? 

Please note that you will not receive an individual response to your submission and no 

changes to the proposed policies will be made during the consultation period. After the 

consultation has closed, all responses will be collated and presented to the Trust Board 

during the first half term of the spring term 2026. The Board will then decide whether to 

proceed with the proposed change as well as determining the admission arrangements for 

all other Trust schools for which no changes are proposed. Once determined the final 

admission arrangements for all schools will be placed on the websites of the individual 

schools and sent to the Local Authority and Diocese. 

 

St Andrew's Catholic School, Grange Road, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 7JP 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with legislation that the Xavier Catholic Education Trust 

as the admission authority for St Andrew's Catholic School is formally consulting on its 

proposed admission arrangements for the school year 2027-28. 

The six-week consultation will begin on 18/12/2025 with the closing date for submitting 

comments being 30/01/2026.  

The proposed arrangements (Admissions Policy and Supplementary Information Form (SIF)) 

can be found on their website.  

In summary the proposed changes being made to admission arrangements are to 

accommodate new policies that align with the national Catholic Education Service models 

and wording including: 

• Making oversubscription clearer and reducing unnecessary criteria 

• Removing reference to the Deanery 

• Removing the criteria for exceptional and compelling need 

• Removing the need for the SIF to be countersigned and using the nationally recognised 

Certificate of Catholic Practice    

Comments on the proposed admission arrangements should be made using the Microsoft 

form - https://forms.office.com/e/hFT88Xh95e - or in writing to The Admissions Manager by 

the closing date of 30th January 2026. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/hFT88Xh95e


The Raleigh School, Horsley 

In accordance with Department for Education requirements, we are writing to inform you 

that South Farnham Educational Trust is proposing changes to The Raleigh School Admission 

Arrangements for the academic year 2027/2028. 

As part of our commitment to transparency and meaningful engagement, we are holding a 

full statutory consultation and would like to invite your views on any aspect of the proposed 

admission policy. 

Please see attached the proposed Admission Arrangements 2027/2028 together with 

a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) to support children of staff applications. 

The consultation will run for a six-week period from noon on Friday 19th December until 

noon on Friday 30th January 2026.We value your comments and feedback and encourage 

you to share your views on these proposals. The full draft admissions policy can be read on 

our school website at https://www.theraleigh.org/ 

Responses can be submitted via: 

● Email: admissions@sfet.org.uk 

●Post: Admission Consultation, c/o South Farnham School, Menin Way, Farnham. GU9 8DY. 

https://www.theraleigh.org/
mailto:admissions@sfet.org.uk

