
 

  Great Bookham School Newsletter 
Issue 5 2025/26 

Welcome to Issue 5- 10th Oct 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week we have enjoyed marking the NSPCC's Kindness Week. All children and staff have 

been busy thinking about and acting in a kind ways towards each other. Miss Fanthorpe and 

her Wellbeing Ambassadors have been doing a special act of kindness for the school 

community each day including a special 'thank you tea trolley'. Children in pre-school were 

so proud of their kindness rainbow that they made and proudly came to find me to show me 

it, along with all their visitors. 

Years 2, 5 and 6 took part in the NSPCC’s Speak Out Stay Safe workshops where they learned 

about recognising their rights, speaking up about worries and knowing where to turn for 

help. Supported by 'Buddy the Speech Bubble' children learnt about all the resources 

available to them including on the NSPCC website and through Childline. 

Year 4 welcomed YCO James Bromfield into school and enjoyed learning about the role of a 

Youth Community Officer and how the police help to keep people safe in our local area. The 

children had lots of questions and showed great interest in keeping our community safe. 

Reception recently launched their Open October sessions and it has been lovely to see 

parents in school engaging with their children’s normal day-to-day learning. Thank you to 

those who have already joined us for these special moments and we hope you enjoyed 

learning phonics or joining in with the story of the week!  

On Tuesday we held our first ever grandparent reading afternoon. We were overwhelmed by 

the number of grandparents that arrived at school ready to read to the children. It was a 

heart warming moment to see different generations together sharing a love for reading. 

Thank you to everybody who took the time to come and be with the children - it was a very 

special afternoon.  



Our Year 6 pupils took part in their Sports Crew Training this week and we are really looking 

forward to seeing them take on this leadership role as they support our younger children in 

active play on the playground. It is recommended that children should be physically active 

for 60 minutes everyday. Through use of 'PhysiFun' games and ideas, we hope this will help 

children of all ages at school to have a fun and active playtime each day, contributing to 

some of the time they are physically active. Outside of school hours, some great ways to 

achieve 60 minutes of physical activity could include walking to and from school, stopping off 

at the park for a play or taking part in a sports club after school. 

On Friday afternoon, children in Years 5 and 6 also enjoyed a fun and energetic Tag Rugby 

event where they showed great teamwork and enthusiasm.  

Looking ahead to next week, we’re excited for two fantastic enrichment opportunities as Year 

5 visit Hampton Court Palace and Year 4 travel to Fishbourne Roman Palace. These trips 

promise to bring history to life and we can’t wait to hear all about them. 

We have had a message from the Local Authority Education Safeguarding Lead about some 

books we have in school and you might have at home. 'We have been alerted that some 

editions of Andrew Cope's Spy Dog, Spy Cats and Spy Pups series contain a link to a website 

at the end of the book which contains highly inappropriate and damaging content. The book 

asks children to explore the website to find more about the characters in the book and it 

appears the website identified (on the back or inside page) has now been compromised and 

takes users to an inappropriate and damaging website with no age verification. We have 

checked our libraries and recommend parents and carers check for copies at home. 

Warm regards, 

Miss Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming key dates 

 

• 17th October - Whole School Vaccination & Reception and Yr6 Height and Weight 

checks 

• 21st October - Parent Consultations - please book an appointment via MCAS 

• 23rd October - Parent Consultations - please book an appointment via MCAS 

• 24th November - Open afternoon - 3.30pm-4.00pm - all parents are invited to come 

in and view their child's work  

• 3rd December - EYFS & Pre-school Nativity - 9am - booking details will be sent 

nearer the time 

• 4th December - EYFS & Pre-school Nativity - 2.30pm - booking details will be sent 

nearer the time 

• 9th December - Christingle (Neptune & Saturn) 6.30pm- booking details will be sent 

nearer the time 

• 10th December - Christingle (Mars & Venus) 6.30pm- booking details will be sent 

nearer the time 

• 10th December - KS1 Nativity - 9am - booking details will be sent nearer the time 

• 11th December - KS1 Nativity  - 2.30pm - booking details will be sent nearer the 

time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class Assembly Dates - 9am start  

November 7th 2025  - Kestrels 

November 28th 2025  - Hawks 

January 23rd 2026  - Hedgehogs 

February 6th 2026 - Foxes 

February 27th 2026 - Squirrels 

March 13th 2026 - Eagles 

April 24th 2026  - Dragonflies 

May 1st 2026  - Bumblebees 

May 15th 2026  - Rabbits 

June 5th 2026  - Butterflies 

June 19th 2026  - Ladybirds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stars of the week 

Our stars for this week are:     

Ladybirds            Alba & Evie          

Butterflies           Rhys & Oliver B-P                   

Bumblebees        Michael-John & Bonnie         

Dragonflies          Jessica & India        

Foxes                     Sophie B & Ada K           

Squirrels               Albert & Edward             

Hedgehogs           Aubrey & Leo        

Rabbits                  Mabel & Isla                                 

Eagles                     Freddy, Matilda, Toby & Arabella 

Hawks                    Ned, William L & Riley                                  

Falcons                   Charlie O & Edith     

Kestrels                  Kenzie & Mya     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance 

Congratulations to Kestrels for winning the attendance certificate this week with 99.09% 

attendance!  

MAC the attendance bear will visit the classroom this week. 

 

Attendance reminder 

 

Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their children out of school without authority 

for 5 or more days (which do not have to be consecutive), then the following will apply: 

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year 

period since 19 August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, 

per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid 

within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey 

County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. 

 

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 19 August 2024, 

the rolling 3 year period will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the 

second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, 

if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay 

the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceedings against 

you in the Magistrates Court. 

 

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child/children in the rolling 3 year 

period since the first penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty 

notice – Surrey County Council will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per 

parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996. 



 

Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot 

withdraw any Penalty Notice requests without the written permission of the Headteacher. 

Headteacher Awards 

Chloe in Year 6 wrote a wonderful play script based on her learning about the text Macbeth. 

Darcey in Year 3 was very excited to share her fantastic story called Stranded. 

Harlow in Year 5 has work so hard this week in English and completed his learning about 

expanded noun phrases. 

Hugo in Year 5 engaged enthusiastically during his RE lesson and wrote... 

Charlie and Matthew in Year 5 thought carefully about the presentation of their work in 

science and were able to confidently talk about renewable and non-renewable energy 

sources. 

Archer and Oliver in Year 5 enjoyed sharing their learning about the different phases of the 

moon. 

Leo and Tilly in Year R were excited to show me their worry dolls that they had worked hard 

to create. 

Flynn in Year 5 for amazing stamina with his story writing. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Online Safety 

iOS 26 

Apple have released their new operating system – iOS 26. Protect Young Eyes have published 

an article detailing the changes relating to your child’s safety, including content filtering in 

Safari.  

Find out more here: https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/blog-articles/a-parents-guide-to-

ios-26  

Italian Brainrot 

Have you heard of Italian Brainrot? It is a viral trend consisting of AI-generated characters 

featuring in memes and videos. It originally started on TikTok but can now be seen on other 

platforms such as YouTube and Instagram. There are also lots of spin-off content including a 

game on Roblox. Whilst the content is generally nonsensical and children will find some of it 

funny, some content can include inappropriate/offensive language and content that might 

not be suitable for your child’s age. 

ADHD, Screen Time, and Healthy Boundaries 

Bark have created this guide for parents of children with ADHD to support you in helping 

your child create a healthy relationship with technology. You can access it here: 

https://www.bark.us/blog/adhd-kid-and-tech/  

Friends of Great Bookham School 

        Sneak Peek – What’s Coming in the New School Year! Hold onto your hats, PTA pals – 

the new school year is bursting with brilliant events, and we can't wait to share the fun! 

Mark your calendars and get ready for a whirlwind of joy, laughter, and community spirit. 

Here's a taste of what's ahead: 

🪩 Glow Disco – Three dazzling sessions for every age group to light up the dance floor! 

        7th November 2025 

         Christmas Fair – A festive wonderland to wrap up the term with sparkle and cheer. 

        5th December 2025 

              Smarties Challenge & Easter Egg Hunt – Sweet treats and springtime surprises await! 

        27th March 2026 

       Sponsored Bounce – Hop, skip, and jump your way to fundraising fun!         1st May 2026 

🖼️ Tea Towel Fundraiser – A keepsake masterpiece made by little hands, coming this May! 

        May 2026 

https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/blog-articles/a-parents-guide-to-ios-26
https://www.protectyoungeyes.com/blog-articles/a-parents-guide-to-ios-26
https://www.bark.us/blog/adhd-kid-and-tech/


         Colour Run – A joyful splash of colour to celebrate the end of the year in style!         27th 

June 2026 

 

Thank you for being the heartbeat of our school community     . Your energy, support, and 

smiles make every event unforgettable. We’re already buzzing to do it all again next year! 

Let the countdown begin…          

 

       Ready to Join Us? 

Email us at friends.gbs@sfet.org.uk or drop us a message on Facebook at Friends of Great 

Bookham School. Let’s make this year unforgettable – together! 

 



Community and Local events 

 

Great Bookham School is at the centre of a wonderful community and we are keen to 

support local events. Many children are members of clubs, associations and take part in 

activities outside of school.  

Please click here to visit our community and local event page on the school website. Some of 

the information you will find include: 

 

Oakfield Fireworks display - 17th October 2025 

Barracudas Activity Day Camps 

St Nicolas invites you Sing, Dance and Act! Workshop 

Chobham Adventure Farm Magical Christmas Experience 

October half term activities at Chertsey Museum 

Stagecoach lesson in Bookham and Leatherhead 

1st Bookham Beavers and Cubs who both have spaces 

Leatherhead U6-U8 Soccer school 

https://www.greatbookhamschool.org.uk/page/?title=Community+and+Events+Page&pid=159


Cookery club in Bookham and Fetcham for children aged 2-11yrs 

Bookham Colts football club 

Weekly groups for babies - toddlers 

Swimming lessons 

What's on at the Mole Valley Hub 

SEND Families meet up 

Bookham Tennis Club 

Aerial Tumbling Club 


